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SEMINAR REPORT

NAAC sponsored two day National Seminar on “Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) and Systematic Teaching Learning: Prospects and Challenges in Rural
Setup” organized by IQAC, Mugberia Gangadhar Mahavidyalaya.

Day 1

The two day National seminar on the above theme was organized by the IQAC of this college
with a motto to engage different scholarship about uses of ICT in higher education into a single
platform. It was held on 4" & 5% December with an approximately 280 delegates including
students of the college and other institutes. About 27 teaching and 12 non-teaching staff of the
organizing college were present in the seminar. The seminar was multidisciplinary in nature, and
subsequently various papers from different departments were received by the organizing
committee. Scholarly papers were presented by the resource persons and delegates that dealt with
various developments in the ICT enabled practices in the higher education. The topic has been
widely discussed by the invited speakers and other paper presenters which enriched the audience.
Speakers were significantly contributed to the main ideas that how could we systematize the use

of ICT in a rural setup.

After the official inauguration and the inaugural songs, Dr. swapan Kumar Misra, the Principal
and Organizing President of the seminar welcoming the guests with warm greetings, from his
point of view the uses of ICT is the need of the time. As a rural and backward college of the
West Bengal, it is a challenge to incorporate ICT enabled teaching learning into the class room,
and for that we need to upgrade our academic infrastructure as well as the mentality of the
teachers. The world is moving fast by using ICT as the key component of the teaching learning
process. At the same time most of the institute in India is also moving ahead using their ICT
infrastructure, so he pointed out that to cope up with the recent phenomenon backward colleges

should come up with the modern technology based teaching learning.



Prof. Ashutosh Kumar Singh, NIT, Kurukshetra, Hariyana delivered the Key-note address on 4"
December 2018. His topic was “Application of Internet of Things in Higher Education”. He
spoke about how the IoT revolutionaries the practice of teaching learning. He has interact and
envisioned that the current era is the emerging Internet of Things (IoT) era without any doubt,
which is equipped with multiple technologies, real-time analytics, machine learning, commodity
sensors, and embedded systems ubiquitous computing & networks of interconnected and
Internet-enabled objects. The Internet of Things (IoT) has conquered the entire world by
connecting various objects around us. It has captured almost every field like Smart home, smart
city, digital health, connected car, connected industries, smart supply chain, smart grid and smart
agriculture etc. It seems, like every day a new company announces some [oT enabled product.
Even, higher education and research sector can leverage a lot from IoT. This digital
transformation will reveal new insights that promise to change the way we think, learn and

implement things in our real life and more specifically in the future education system.

Professor Ujjal Ghosh from Qatar University Doha has delivered an excellent invited special
lecture from his experiences he got from different universities, he has pointed out that the idea of
ICT has lot to do with the modern trends in this academic era. He enunciated that the world is
moving fast with ICT enabled teaching learning, even the idea of traditional class lectures is
getting modified by the uses of ICT, learning through computers, storing the lectures as data and

that enabled the students to study before entering the class rooms is the need of today’s time.

Similarly the other lectures were also important. Professor Kaushik Roy of Computer science
Department, WBSU has delivered an excellent picture on Use of open-source software in
teaching and learning. He has pointed out that, Technology has developed significantly over time
and different solutions have come up to aid us in daily life. The education system has not been an
exception to this. Students have benefited hugely from the technical advances. Not only has the
preparation of notes and presentations simplified, but also the accessibility of study materials like
documents, audio and video lectures has increased tremendously. Now different licensed as well
as open source softwares are available which can easily assist both students and teachers to
easily perform different tasks which were earlier extremely tedious. It has often been observed

that the students from Computer Science and IT background tend to be more proficient in



handling as well as taking care of these softwares. Moreover, the people of the rural areas further
lack behind in this field. Use of audio and video based media can also be of great help for them.
Thus it is very much important to make these people aware of the different solutions which they

can use in the field of academics for a more fruitful result and easier experience.

Dr. Goutam Panigrahi, Dept. of Mathematics, NIT Durgapur has also significantly emphasized
on how we could use the ICT as a method to strengthen rural academic institutions. His topic
was “An Approach towards Providing E-Learning Services in Rural Areas”. His main argument
was that with the use of e-learning we could be able to modernize our teaching learning system.
He pointed out that Information and communication technology have brought a change in
education and introduced new concepts of teaching and learning. Learning management system
is one of the key tools used by the educational institutions to provide e-learning. To promote
modern education in rural areas, a perfect, cost effective learning management system has to be
established. E-learning is a computer based tool used to disseminate education among all, from
anywhere and at anytime. Today, e-learning facility is available through internet, although in the
past this is available through different primitive computer-based tools. Now the advancement in
internet technology, E-learning offers the facilities like sharing of learning materials, videos,slide
shows etc. It also helps us to conduct online classes and gives an environment that helps learners

to communicate with teachers and professors.
Day 2

The first speakers of the day two was Prof. Samiran Chattopadhyay, Professor, Department of
Information Technology, Jadavpur University, he was vastly experienced and delivered an
excellent paper on Role of ICT in teaching and learning. He has emphasized that, in recent times,
technology integration in teaching has revolutionized the learning experience of the students
beyond imagination. A teacher wants to create her lecture materials using slides, videos, audios
of her own and/or from other sources which may be available in the net. She wants to have a
blog, in which she would regularly post her teaching experiences and reflections. She needs to
know the basics of creating and editing media data. She also wants to be more aware about the
network technologies including mobile technology which she uses in her everyday class. She
likes to take online tests and quizzes for the students. She desires to understand the technologies

which will enable her to do such things. She is interested to know how ICT has been applied not
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only in teaching but in several walks of life. She finds it necessary to know about computer
ethics and etiquette so that she may become a complete teacher. In his talk, he explored the
concept of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT), its evolution and its application
in professional development of a teacher. He also pointed out about network technologies, media
technologies, security in the internet and good computer practices that delve into applications of
ICT in our daily life. Prof. Chattopadhyay also discusses the features of ICT & few concerns
regarding safe use of ICT that makes it widely applicable.

Prof. Parthasarathi Mukhopadhyay, Professor & Head, Department of Library and Information
Science, University of Kalyani, has delivered an excellent lecture on “Towards integrated
Information services in college libraries: a discovery approach” . He pointed out that most of the
college libraries are now providing automated library services along with other information
services like institutional repositories, access to electronic resources, access to consortia based
resources and access to open access knowledge objects. But these resources are available in
academic libraries under different retrieval silos. As a result, end users are running from pillar to
post to obtain required documents. They are moving from one retrieval interlace to another
depending on types, origin and terms of availability of the resources. It's a sorry state of affair as
far end users are concerned. Through his lecture he has provided a solution towards this
prevailing retrieval problem in academic libraries. It shows how easily it is possible to integrate
different retrieval components of an academic library by using open source discovery tool and
open standards. He also provided a solution to integrate both subscribed resources and open

access resources in the same end user interface.

% There are 28 papers including the papers of the invited speakers are being presented in
the seminar. The details of the papers are supplied with the seminar brochure.

«» After questionnaire, in the final discussion, it has been decided to incorporate digital
mode of teaching learning side by side with the traditional teaching learning. The seminar
was concluded with valedictory address and vote of thanks from the organizers.

Outcome:
The outcome of the seminar is immensely helpful for the organizing college. The teachers and

students are benefited from all the deliberations by those eminent speakers. The college has



decided to open up computer science department in near future to strengthen the ICT enabled
teaching learning. The IQAC has placed a report to the principal to upgrade all the class rooms

with modern technology and semantic enrichment of its available resources.
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